Cirolana mercuryi sp. nov. is described from the coral reef of Bawe Island, Zanzibar, East Africa. It is unusual in having the anterior margin of the head strongly produced and overriding the laterally inserted antennules and antennae. This character alone distinguishes the species from all others of the genus, but it is further characterized by large epimera on pleonites 3 and 4 and robust pereopods 1-3, the inferior margins of which are provided with cuticular spines. Brief discussion is given on the cirolanid diversity of East Africa in comparison to that of three other tropical locations.
INTRODUCTION
The Cirolanidae of East Africa have received modest attention in the latter quarter of the twentieth century (see Kensley, 2001) . In 1995 and 1997 the author made detailed shallow-water collections (to about 35 metres) on the fringing reefs of Unguja around the town of Zanzibar and in the northeastern corner of the island at Matemwe and the nearby Mnemba Island. The more exposed and deeper reefs remain to be examined. The most recent contribution to cirolanids of the region is that of Bruce & Svavarsson (2003) .
The single specimen described here, obtained in 1995, is an immature male, the seventh pair of pereopods being present but not fully developed, and the penial openings were not apparent; however, pleopod 2 does have a fully-developed appendix masculina. Using a global positioning system (GPS), the precise site of collection and adjacent reef was thoroughly recollected in 1997, but no further specimens were captured. The shape of the head, morphology of the pereopods, and pleon are unique within Cirolana (the shape of the head is unique within the family) and it is useful to describe this species in the interest of documenting the range of cirolanid morphological diversity.
Abbreviations -Bruce, 1986: 139; Kensley & Schotte, 1989: 132; Brusca et al., 1995: 17. Remarks. -The genus Cirolana contains about 100 species (Brusca et al., 1995; Kensley et al., 2002) . In general the morphology of the genus is conservative, with species dividing into two loose groups, those related to Cirolana parva Hansen, 1890 (see Bruce, 1995 for a list of those species to that date) and those that have a nodular ornamentation on the dorsal surfaces of the pereon, pleon, and pleotelson. No species in the genus has the head as strongly produced as Cirolana mercuryi sp. nov., nor does any species have the epimera of pleonites 3 and 4 so strongly expanded. Notwithstanding the strongly produced head and laterally inserted antennules and antenna, there are no outstanding characters to suggest that this species should be excluded from Cirolana. 
